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A Glimpse Of Love
For The Unseen

Since coming to Taiwan as a Columban lay
missionary, I've had the opportunity to journey
with peoplewho livein the margins of our society.
People from different walks of life having one
thing in common —they are people living with and
affected by HIV and AIDS.

Itisin Harmony Home where | worked for 5 years
as afull-time volunteer, that my eyesand my heart
were opened to how therealitiesof HIV and AIDS
have deeply affected thousands of livesin Taiwan,
Chinaand in other parts of the world.

Most of the artworks are captured momentsin the
everyday lives of people living with and affected
by HIV and AIDS. The portraits are of faces
unseen by our society. Most often, we see them
under statistics or demographics. But they are
more than just numbers — they are somebody’s
family, relative, neighbor or friend. From
newborn babiesto teenagers, single mothersto old
people. Each person has a sacred story to tell, beit
their struggles or fears, joys and dreams.

Facing the Truth

Stigma and discrimination against people living
with HIV and AIDS is what fans the fire of this
epidemic. For many people, it is easier to ignore
what is happening right before their eyesthan face
the reality; for others, it is more bearable to push
people who are different from them outside their
circle, hiding behind their walls of indifference.
Sadly, many still believe that HIV and AIDS has
nothing to do with them or their loved ones.

Thetruthis, weareall vulnerableto HIV. All of us
are affected by the epidemic. Each person’s
attitude, behavior, actions, and choices affect
others, which also affect our community. So if one
of ushasHIV, then al of ushave HIV.

Jhoanna Resari

Finding Hope

In deepening our awareness of how HIV and
AIDS is affecting lives, we can begin to under-
stand our own important role in fighting this
epidemic.

Having witnessed how HIV has drastically affect-
ed thousands of people, young and old, | hope that
this exhibition can open more eyes, more hearts
into seeing that thereis hope after HIV and AIDS;
hope in stopping the spread of this illness — and
that hope liesin each of us taking action now.

Witnessing L ove

This collection is aso atribute to the good works
done by many people who have been working in
solidarity with people living with HIV and AIDS.
Their acts of kindness and compassion, untold in
news or in the media, but nevertheless, they are
the ones who continue to give hope to the hope-
less, healing deep wounds caused by fear and
ignorance.

It is humbling to witness the power of love
overcoming the challengesof HIV and AIDSinthe
lives of people living in the margins of our society.
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True Love compels us to action;

I hope that more people may find the courage to face

the challenges brought about by HIV and AIDS,

As well as value the life, love and dignity of each person,
including people living with and affected by HIV and AIDS.

“This exhibition is a collection of artworks and photography by Ms. Jhoanna Resari
that gives viewers a deeper insight into the lives of people living with and affected by
HIV and Al DS as witnessed by the artist during her years of journeying with

dear friends and children in the shelters of Harmony Home.

Ms. Jhoanna Resari is a Columban Filipino Lay Missionary

who has been serving in Taiwan for 9 years.

For 5 years, she served as a full-time volunteer in Harmony Home.

These past 2 years, she continued her ministry on HI'V and AIDS

in the Agape Center of the Hsinchu Catholic Diocese.
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Jhoanna Resari’s background

Lay Missionary of the Missionary Society of St. Columban

Fine Arts Graduate, University of Sto. Tomas, Philippines, 2000
Years of Service in Taiwan {2005 - 2014}

2006 - 2011 | Full-time Volunteer, Harmony Home Association Taiwan
2012 - 2014 | Commissioner, Agape Center, Hsinchu Catholic Diocese
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“ThisisAuntie Hana"
Artwork by 5 yr old Guan-Guan 2011
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ZMESSR | | am a Volunteer Taiwan

| am a Volunteer Taiwan

Before | go realization they said that my project’s
detall are: Take care aids baby 2-3 yearsold in the
morning, and teaching English elementary school
and junior high school student in the afternoon, |
work Monday till Friday. But after | start the
project, in redity the student who will | teach
finish study at school at 6pm, so | ask to my
buddy, she said that she has asked to the responsi-
ble person about the project. Then, they decide the
project only about take care kids start from 6th
January till 12th February. And at 22nd-28th
January there's a camp with junior high school
student and the task is teaching English and
sharing culture.

In Taiwan, I stay at bedroom in my work place (Home Care of Aids)which has 4 floors, first floor is the place for all
babies 2-3 years all who already can walk, they sleep and play there.(Zesty Fitri Dyanda)
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In Taiwan, | stay at bedroom in my work place
(Home Care of Aids)which has 4 floors, first floor
isthe placefor all babies 2-3 yearsall who already
can walk, they sleep and play there, second floor
for the babies below 2 years old, third floor for

Zesty Fitri Dyanda from Indonesia

consist of three bedroom for worker and elemen-
tary and junior high school student and in the fact
they are aso AIDS, | share my bedroom with
them. And 4th floor is bedroom for the other EP,
4 boys, Indonesian, Australian, and French .

For me actually no worry to share bedroom and
bathroom with AIDS children, | know how AIDS
can infect people. In the other hand, they are
friendly and want to interact to me athough they
cannot speak English. Sometime they use google
trandate in their cell phone and show the English
to me. | proud of it :D

So | start the project take care aids baby at 5th
January at 10.00 am. In fact not all baby live here
isAIDS, some babies is left by their parent and
majority is Indonesian :0 That's a terrible fact,
when one of a nanny work here said to me “Indo-
nesian don't like to have a baby right?’. How can
Indonesian babies taken care in Taiwanese
orphanage? Ashamed fact, isn'tit? So, at my first
time look nearly to crying baby, when he look me,
he reflect want me to hold him, his hand accept
my hug. Suddenly he stop crying. The crying
baby’s name is lucky.

Oh my god, it's a touched moment. | realize that
all babies here need love from their parents, they
need educate and attention privately not from a
nanny who only take care a whole babies. Espe-
cialy for AIDS baby, who we know they are
susceptible getting sick. Here, without parent they
pretend be ok every day waiting for attention from
adult. When | glance each AIDS baby, they ook
like normal baby.

In this project, my work timeis preferred actual-
ly, if | wanna pray | can go up stair to my bedroom
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Infact not al baby live hereisAIDS, some babiesis|eft by their parent and majority
is Indonesian :0 That's a terrible fact, when one of a nanny work here said to me
“Indonesian don’t like to have ababy right?’. How can Indonesian babiestaken care
in Taiwanese orphanage? Ashamed fact, isn’t it? (Zesty Fitri Dyanda)
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because sometime fortunately there many people
visit this orphanage to take care babies. Taiwanese
taught since they are kidsfor visiting, helping and
donating to orphanage, there are many people come

In this project, my work timeis preferred actually.The elementary and

E‘\/efy day to take care baby It makes me not be junior high school student get education, luxurious gadget and go
208 5 holiday frequently. But | think they play their gadget too often, and too
afraid if there'signore baby. More ever, they never freo Zesy Fie Dyandy

lack about food or daily necessary. The elementary
and junior high school student get education,
luxurious gadget and go holiday frequently. But |
think they play their gadget too often, and too free,
they can access pornography freely, it's affected to
their mind and disturb their concentration.

It different to Indonesia orphanage which majority
live poor and sometime don’t have appropriately
education. Maybe because there is no motivation
for sharing to the poor people and lack promoted by
each orphanage.

Here, al people are very nice, there always people
who will help me if | have problem, especially

Mlml and Indones.m Worker' Mlml has Opa1 live poor and sometime don't have appropriately
minded and so friendly to the foreigner, she told g ot o e ommoted oy

may things for us and bring us to famous tourism cach orphanage(Zesty Fitr Dyanda)

placein Taiwan. She helpsevery peoplesincerely, |

think there’'s no wonder if many people loves her. 16

It different to Indonesia orphanage which majority
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ZHESFR | Affection in Formosa

My academic capability might be
not challenged in this internship,
but my sensbility to react
towards any circumstance was
extremely enhanced.(Max)
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This is my first experi-
ence as an internee for
an international volun-
tary internship. Having a
daily life in an orphan-
age and witnessing the
true form of love and
sympathy wasaprecious
experience. My academ-
ic capability might be
not chalenged in this
internship, but my
sensihility to react towards any circumstance was
extremely enhanced. There are so many workers
from different countries at orphanage, | don't speak
the language they do which | condder it as a
chalenge. Doing stuff and work along them who
aren't using English is mentally stimulating, but | do
believe that greeting and smile are universal. Comes
to think of it, I have more speaking English people as
my roommate. They come from England, France,
and Augrdia. We through dl these difficulties
together, where problem comes into memorable
moments.

Aside than daily activity in orphanage, we aso have
to accompany the founder of this place for some
vigtations. Her nameisNicole, for me sheisafriend
and role mode at the same time. We shared a lot of
stories and jokes about the multi-culture life. She
appears as guide in every vistation, and of course
there are some places that impress me about Formo-
sa. Thiscountry has so many different temples, | have
visited about six different temples aday to celebrate
the Chinese New Year. Buddhist culture is very
strong in the visitation and | joined the ceremony
from the very beginning. | even have to bring the
God's statue, but asaMuslim | don’t take it more
than a science in respecting diversity.

Another memorable moment is lighting the

Some of uswrote our wishes and hopes before we light and let it fliesto the sky. The
way | seemy lantern fliesalong others', | feel warm inside. We chin up to the sky as
we hope our wishes could be aimed one day, | always feel the joy whenever | seethe
sky.(Max)

Affection In Formosa

Max from France

lantern. Some of us wrote our wishes and hopes
before we light and let it flies to the sky. The way
| see my lantern flies along others', | feel warm
inside. We chin up to the sky as we hope our
wishes could be aimed one day, | always feel the
joy whenever | seethe sky. A week ahead maybe |
become separated with all people here, but we still
look up at the same sky.

Buddhist culture is very strong in the visitation and | joined the ceremony from the
very beginning. | even have to bring the God's statue, but asa Muslim | don’t take it
more than a science in respecting diversity.(Max)

Another memorable moment was the journey that
| had in the Theme Park. Whenever | go overseas
| aways look for the roller-coaster, aside its well
known tower. In this country, they have a Scream-
ing Condor instead of achallenging roller-coaster.
It has 90-degree angle and the speed more than
100km/hr. To make it more challenging, my
roommates and | had a shotgun at 1st and 2nd car.
Since we don't find akind of this spacecraft in our




countries, it's merely fun to the core. Besides
of that freaking spacecraft, we also ride anoth-
er challenging rag like watery spacecraft and
shaking boat where we always took a ‘ gangster’
picture. It's nice to have a quality time like this
with my roommates, we become closer day by day
and hanging out to malls and clubs together.
Farewell is frightening for me, but regardless
we'll keep on living.

| would like to thank Harmony Home for the
hospitality they offered me, including the busy yet
amazing circumstances during my daily life here.
| have to manage and doing stuff for cute babies
with innocent smiles everyday, which never be the
same with my activity as alawyer in my country.
Talk about babiesand kids| find something differ-
ent between norma babiegkids outside with
babies/kids from orphanage. They are all cute but
babies/kids from orphanage, they have no idea
how to kiss. Thisis a big matter for children, and
| think | have aresponsibility to teach them how to
express their love feeling towards someone. Even
| don't speak chinese, | don't take it hard. | do
believe that affection is something that you have
feel, not to say. So | teach most of orphans here to
kiss as the symbol of love and affection. They
aways lick at first, but finally they know how to
kiss.

In brief, | concur that thisinternship was enhanced
my intelligence. Coping new circumstances and
get involved with different people everyday is
mentally stimulating. New friends and links, both
of them will give a big influence for me to
commence my future. The Reference Letter from
Mr.Lee asaremark of my International internship
will complete my resume, as the memorable
moments from Harmony Home will complete my
unwritten diary.

Tak about babies and kids | find something
different between normal babies/kids outside
with babiegkids from orphanage. They are al
cute but babies/kids from orphanage, they have
no idea how to kiss. This is a big matter for
children, and | think | have a responsibility to
teach them how to express their love feeling
towards someone.(Max)

Affection in Formosa | BEERER

Whenever | go overseas | aways look for the
roller-coaster, aside its well known tower. In this
country, they have a Screaming Condor instead of a
challenging roller-coaster. It has 90-degree angle and
the speed more than 100km/hr.(Max)

fd plummating dewn In 90-degres
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The Reference Letter from Mr.Lee as a remark of my International internship
will complete my resume, as the memorable moments from Harmony Home

will complete my unwritten diary.(Max)

20



TEBR | BREDARKE

SEHE R EREL H B T BEREE
REUER - (EI7T T R EYR
R - AR GRS R
HHIRETS] © (Max)

21

G TS ()X iy

R - XIETEEE TEENEEL - M
FE— 18 B Shle B8 38— R 538 2 B[R] B Y B
- HAYE—EE EARCER o SETE X
HAV R BERE R R - (E1RTT T HREEY)
AR ZE - R T HOH E 2 R BRI BE
fEE B b - BIRZ 2 E AR EERE
T - KILEE S LAk RS E R Sk 2 — ARk
B o BLE LR GRS B EA G E AR
R AR - (RS BT PRy T U2
ARGHR AT AR - FENE A - FRELHAY =
KA LB R B P 2ERE - FRAMT AT DL — i S A E f
R

BT BB B R TAE
gh - BERERIHEA RS
BMERMEMm T2 -
Al #E A & Nicole(ts
IH) - AR A {2
T K - (R i
ERBERIE - HAM
I ZIF SR E S
SALRY ABESL R R RS 4R
HY AR di i S BB ] - ot
R St K PRI » HpEr S5 8 <
HENS 5334 - EEBER A RS A FE R
BT SRR B RS E M —R - FRATEk
FEE T AMZ % - RGBS TEIER - &
RE BB EELNHRECUL s BEESEE
2 ik HuE I P AR R Eh 2 B - JE R R S
BmET - ERS R— BTk - IR R EE
BB —EZ T e g -

Tl BES HELUS R RF L2 R R A - 3K
THEBAMIRIBEE S IR RAERRE L - RS

Max from France

ELERERR - WAEMMABAE - BB
BERORBRAHMAE S - AEEEHER
i B R Y IR B - AR R 22 - Tk
MBEEEH—HSES - —EEFFR - =
FFHE B B E AV A Rl - (EBATBIR AT L
EE—fF K2 -

e S TR - R AR R LIS
1# - R > BASGAEE =R ET RE

EAEEMBEZA " REORME , " LISk - e
Ry BEAE IS HS QO 4 e L o B 15 33 4 /N IRF 100
NEPGHREE o By T pEE (a5
PRV LR - PO E 5 SR AT R 8 B - K
FE B AT B 52 12 A5 e B e 38 R A S st i
BERATEE B LR B ER - BR TE fE AT EAY
ZErhIREE - FATHERIER T RIS SRz |

Fe UUEEMY 5 o BUERRRIRDL - FEIIRIEE
KR H 2 B - WM EEE 5t
TRES o ERFEMDAR AR - HEEE
HEREAR — 2RV EI SR - (B EI R &AL -

AR Z < et — iR R - iR
ERAERE Z FIRBGHIEEICRDE - BR - Bob
E B IREE LeAE [ M SR A AV R 5 -

RFHROEEREZNIBBCUL 5 POBT FIEE LB REARIBIIAR 2
Bl ELEEER RIS R - (HERE R —ERI - BRELE AR
{8 2 TEHISAEIISR © (Max)




TREEDRRE) | B HEER

B R MBI NI — sy NME A EEARF] - Al
AR AR (HE P RS FEE M TR AR AR
TERK » BNt n] sEA KBSV E 2 A Bt
BIFIR - BREBATHA AR BCE AT AT
EERBHCEHMARE - HIERAGRF - H
HAA TGN - REBSARER 2 AR
RAEKE) > AR SRESE AT ARG -

B RN B SNE— N
BERE o A FIE AR AT > (ER A
AR o 2 e 9 S HL A A FO R RK -
BUAN it 9 AT RES KBRSV =R A
b MIEARE - BEEMAER
AR A AN R R R E
L AHYE  (Max)

S < - Tl RiE XIWEERERIITER 13K
S - ERERTERY - WELREIRASLE - #E
HURKEIBRAR - SR - @ LTI B 2 AR - ¥
HHIARA MR RGEEREE - TR TR
BHUHEEE(S - MEARRAEBRR R E EIIRL
R WERNEEEIEE  FRSEEEE
L HFITEESSER - tRHE A HEC -

HEE KPR ERE £
» BEERR S RE KR - B
fifEAtzE R—BEE
YR RAH AN E
> A E R IR R R
HIERSE - EAHREEMER
ze - iR M EE A
-HSLAFH - (Max)

FRHE - HAEEE S
HEBRE - HEEMEBER
A TR o ATLASkE -
ERIRRHER 90 A T H
{187 B 155 /N 1 10028 B
U © (Max) % 2 ZR A ARG BB S TMax 57 ©

il plummating down in 90-degree
wmmnwmmm;“ 22




ZHESHR | Harmony Home or my unforgetable experience

23

Harmony Home or my
unforgetable experience

Before arriving in Taiwan, | was really anxious
about my volunteer experience. How would the
kidsreact? Will we be able to communicate? Am |
going to adapt myself there?

At first when | came in Taiwan and to Harmony
Home | was surprised by the kindness of the
people who are so welcoming and respectful.
Everyone quickly considered me as a member of
the shelter. In my opinion, the main strength inside
the shelter isthe capacity of each person to always
smile and help one another.

Everybody is welcomed inside Harmony Home,
every day | saw new people from outside coming
to the shelter to help out. It was really great to see

Everybody is welcomed inside Harmony Home, every day | saw new people
from outside coming to the shelter to help out. It was really great to see that and
to realise that many outside people care for the children.(Nicholas)

Nicholas from France

that and to realise that many outside people care
for the children. Nicole told me that most of the
time in Taiwan a lot of person do not understand
anything about the HIV infection, and are scared
to work or even visit the shelter.

| shared this mission and adventure with four
other roommates from Indonesia, England and
Australia. We created a strong rel ationship togeth-
er, this helped us to execute our mission aswell as
possible.

| quickly became friends with the kids. They are
all very nice, they loveto play, run, sing... | had so
many good times staying with them. It was hard at
the beginning to communicate but with alittle bit
of sign creativity and with
google translation we got
through it. We laughed a lot
together and they were continu-
ally ready to show me and make
me discover new things in

e

Taipei. It reminds me of this one
night at a Night Market when
they wanted me to try the
‘STINKY TOFU’. Of course in
- Taiwan you must try the
traditional Tofu which is famous
maybe because of its smell
which was present everywhere |
went! | had so much difficulty to
finish it and every kids were
around me watching me. It was like they already
knew what would be my reaction! We have never
laughed this much during the night, it was a great
memory.




| will also remember this first morning in Harmo-
ny Home. This little boy Tze Tze, he was in front
of my bed looking at me. After this, almost every
morning during the two months he came in my
room and we became close friends! He was the
first one to call me by this name who became
famous inside the shelter: TCHOU TCHOU. |
was used to this name, it became my Taiwanese
name! | took Tze Tze with me wherever | went,
we were like two brothers!

One other moment that | will never forget isthetwo
days spent in the south of the country to atradition-
a praying trip. Buddhism tradition isn't well
known in my country. Thiswasthe occasion for me
to discover something new. We visited six beautiful
and gorgeous temples. It was extraordinary to see
al these decorations, statues of gods and al the
people strongly engaged in their prayers.

Engage in a humanitarian mission leads to ask
yourself many questions. | sincerely want to thank
my Master of Mission, Mr Lee Chunghan for all
the time he spent for me before | came to reassure
me and answer all my questions needed to conduct
my internship. Also thank you for the support and
availability throughout my mission.

Harmony Home Association would not exist
without Nicole Yang, itsfounder. Special thanksto
Nicole, who greeted me warmly and considered
me asafull member of the association. | will never
forget her dedication, kindness and generosity.

| have a special thought for all members and other
volunteers of the association, with whom | devel-
oped a sincere relationship despite the language
barrier.

Harmony Home or my unforgetable experience | & #[E R

A final big thank you to the children who were
able, despite the difficult situationsthey face, give
me a good life lesson.

Buddhism tradition isn't well known in my country. This was the
occasion for me to discover something new. (Nicholas)

Tze Tze wasthefirst oneto call me by this name who became famous
inside the shelter: TCHOU TCHOU. | was used to this name, it
became my Taiwanese name! | took Tze Tze with mewherever | went,
we were like two brothers!(Nicholas) 24
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with

The firgt time | came to Taiwan
was in November 2010 when |
spent one month guest of the
Harmony Home Association. | was
told about the organisation just a
few months earlier by a Taiwanese
friend who was in the Nepdese
capitad working as volunteer in a
local primary school and who spoke so extensively
and with such a sincere patriotic love of her country,
that | started to fancy theideaof visiting theidand. At
that time | also was in Kathmandu doing voluntary
work as English and computer teacher in a women
centre and orphanage while waiting for the rain
Season to passto restart travelling by bicycle.

| landed in Keelung the last week of April 2012, after
anight on the ferry from the Chinese city of Xiamen
and | cycled to the association's shelter in Taipel
under apouring rain. | was pleased to beimmediately
recognised by a couple of nannieswho were there 18
months earlier and even some children remembered
my face. | remarked that nothing changed in the daily
routine of the shelter: the children wake up, go to
school, have lunch and dine at the same times and it
could not be otherwise. It isas if a family's children
do not grow up and aways go to primary school. Of
course, here the kids grow up, but new ones come
keeping unchanged the daily routine of the centre. Of
those | met acouple of years ago, many were adopted
mostly by American families, only the older or the
little onesthat for various reasons can not be given up
for adoption were till there.

Ingtantly, it was like being back to a familiar place,
surrounded by a well-known and friendly environ-
ment, | felt like | have never been away. | was housed
in alarge apartment where | met aGerman guy in his
early 20s, who lived in Taiwan for a year, and four
Malaysian-Chinese students who are taking advan-
tage of university holidaysto be volunteers. With the

en months
Harmony Home

Matteo Tricarico

time they were replaced by other residents like a
married couple HIV-positive with an uninfected girl
of eight and a college student who has problemswith
his drug-addicted mother. There are also a couple of
beds where in turns illegd migrants from India,
Vietnam and Indonesia dept after being released
from detention centres. Living with so many cultures
was a fascinating experience of inter-cultura
learning. The association gave me the responsibility
of managing this coexistence making sure that the
placewasin order and | also had the responsibility to
quell thesmall conflictsthat may rise between people
from so varied cultures.

My first visit to Taiwan was just a break of 30 days,
inwhich | left my bicycle in Nepal and flow here. |
was so much impressed and | had such amemorable
time staying on the idand that | made it afundamen-
tal part of my itinerary. The original plan was to
spend in Taiwan only three months, but in the end it
turned out to be a ten-month unforgettable experi-
ence. Such a huge change of programme was the
consequence of an offer that the Harmony Home
meade me and that | could not refuse; to take care of
two HIV/AIDS positive children. Being in my early
40s, unmarried and childless — at least none of my
ex-girlfriends has informed me of fatherhood -, to
find mysdlf so suddenly a single-parent was quite a
shocking and adramatic changeto my life.




Ten months with Harmony Home | E#[E7R

Nicole Yang, funder of the association, took me with her to various schools,
universities, an Army academy and even to two prisons to talk about HIV / AIDS. |
had up to 30 minutesto present my sporty-humanitarian project, to show some of my
videos and to tell my travelling experiences. Nicole has agreat sense of humour and

The boys are eight years old, born of drug-addicted
mothers, who have abused and besaten up them in
their moments of drug withdrawal pains and depres-
son. One of them is very traumatized, he screams
and cries while deeping and wets the bed, asign that
he is in need of affection, so during the deep his
subconscious wants to punish and attract parents
attention.

My job wasto be their mentor, tutor, abit of an older
brother and afriend. The children lived with meat the
gpartment where at six in the morning | made bresk-
fast and cycling, | took them to school. At the begin-
ning, thistransportation system was quite an issuefor
safety reason and the association preferred me to use
the car, but the distances to and fro school, house and
shelter where so short that the bicycle was more
convenient, aswell as| believe that the bicycleisthe
best urban transportation mean. At noon | picked up
one of them from school and | took him to the centre
for lunch and homework. | was ableto help him only
in two subjects, English and mathematics, as per
written and spoken Chinese he taught me. Leisure
was aso part of my tasks, we rode by bicycle along
the river, we went to the swimming pool and we
played footbdl in the park.

When | wasdedling with thelittle ones, | did not need
to spesk the language, very few words and a lot of
body-language were enough. Now the situation was
very different, | needed to actualy communicate with
them and for this reason | studied Mandarin, enough
to make mysdlf understood and understand their
requests.

To carry out thissingle-parent'sduty, it was an enrich-
ing and formative experience, and | learnt that such a
job requires a lot of patience. Because it is easy to
lose your temper when they burn a corner of the
carpet in the living room to see how a lighter works,
or when they go out of the window and walk on the

she applied it while translating my speech from English to Chinese. (Matteo)

ledge! For them, the fact of living in an apartment
getting more attention than the other children, was
like a game that brought them closer to a more
normd life. Despite arough start, because they were
not accustomed to the negative side of getting more
attentions, which isto be more controlled, | reached a
good balance with my protected both linguistically
and on do's& don'tsand we understood each other on
certain limits not to be crossed, such as bedtime no
later than ten o'clock. | think thet they liked me
enough and that dowly they saw me as a figure
between afather and an older brother.

Ancther interesting activity | was
involved with was the “school
campaign” on HIV-AIDS that the
associ ation promote to spread informa:
tion and rise awareness about the
disease. Nicole Yang, funder of the
association, took me with her to
various schoals, universities, an Army
academy and even to two prisons to
talk about HIV / AIDS. | had up to 30
minutes to present my sporty-humani-
tarian project, to show some of my
videos and to tell my travelling experi-
ences. Nicole has a great sense of
humour and she applied it while
trandating my speech from English to
Chinese, by adding her own funny
comments to my words with the result
to make the audience burst in happy
and loud laugh.

| will miss very much the children, the other volun-
teers, the nannies and, in generd, the life | had in
Talwan during these ten months. | am much grateful
to the Harmony Home for giving me the possibility
to help them, hoping that | have been in some way
useful to them...

28
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