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Beyond Statistics...
34 &

A few months ago, | was asked to prepare a report on HIV/AIDS
in Taiwan. The first thing | did was to look up the statistics reported by
CDC on documented cases of people living with HIV/AIDS. These were
what | discovered.

For the year 2007, there are:
e 15,183 cases of HIV/AIDS in Taiwan
e 3,991 have AIDS
e 1,777 died of AIDS
e 465 from 0-19 years old are infected with HIV
e 5,652 cases were from injecting drug users: highest rate of
reported cases by exposure
e 2,947 cases in the Taipei area: the highest rate of reported
cases by area...

The figures went on and on. To some foreigners perhaps, these
may just be meaningless numbers-- statistics that make up a small
minority, compared to other countries with even worse cases of HIV/
AIDS. Even here in Taiwan, there are still some people who cannot be
bothered by these numbers. They'd rather avoid anything to do with
HIV/AIDS. Perhaps to them, AIDS only happen to those who are of little
importance in society, or they simply couldn’t care less for as long as
their own lives remain untouched by it.

To me, the numbers mean something. They represent faces
-- they have names. | know some of the people that make up these
reports. Though | myself am not afflicted with HIV/Aids, | experience it
with them daily in Harmony Home. Let me tell you their stories...

There is WanWan. She is only 1 year old. She was abandoned by
her mother after she gave birth. She tested HIV positive when she was
about 5 months old. She’s been taking the treatment ever since. It was
an ordeal a baby shouldn’t have to go through, but she has been brave
all throughout the medication — a real fighter! Although she is up for
adoption, it has proven more difficult to find adoptive parents for her
because of her HIV status.

Jlalia is now 13 years old. His family didn’t know that he was
infected with HIV until he became very ill and was already diagnosed
with AIDS. He was brought to Harmony Home at the age of 8 and slowly,
he began to recuperate. He still lives in Harmony Home. He has been
transferred many times to different schools every time they find out
that he is HIV positive. Although such transfers proved stressful, he has
found the resilience to adapt to each new environment. | often wonder
how he will be when he grows up. | just hope that he won't have to go
through hard times alone so that he can overcome the challenges of
living with AIDS.

Atau is a foreigner who came to Taiwan to find work. She married
a Taiwanese and gave birth to her daughter. But after a few years, her
husband got infected with HIV and infected her as well. After being

separated from her husband, she was forced to hide for many years in
various rented apartments with her daughter for fear of being deported
back to her country without her child. She now goes to work in
Harmony Home to support her daughter. | can see that she truly loves
her daughter and would give anything to have her healthy again.

Achun is one of the young unwed mothers being sheltered in
Harmony Home. She was imprisoned for drug use and was infected
with HIV because of needle-sharing. Guan guan, her 2-year old son was
brought to the shelter soon after he was born. After Ajun was released,
she came to Harmony Home to take care of him and work as a nanny
for the other children. She is now a changed woman who has been an
invaluable help at the shelter. We have become friends.

And then there’s Amy, a foreigner who was infected with HIV by
her boyfriend. Her brother was also infected with HIV. Her niece, who
was pregnant, was also infected with HIV because of her boyfriend--
putting the baby at risk. Amy fears that one day her family might be
completely wiped out because of AIDS. Although she is only in her late
30’s, she cannot even plan too far in the future for fear that she won't
live long enough to pursue them. | still pray that she finds hope in the
future, for herself and for her family.

These are just a few of the people who I've come to know and
be with in Harmony Home. Many of them have lived difficult lives. All
of them are facing the harsh reality of HIV/AIDS—experiencing how it
can take away one’s security, life and dignity. They come from different
walks of life with troubled pasts, with painful presents and with
uncertain futures trying to live a normal life despite having HIV/AIDS. I've
seen how it has torn apart their families and changed their entire lives
drastically.

Despite the far-reaching impact of HIV/AIDS in their lives, there
is still hope. Fortunately, in July 2007, the government took action and
amended the HIV Prevention and Protection of Patients’ Rights Act.
Basically, it secures the rights of people living with HIV/AIDS with Taiwan
citizenship to residence, education, hospitalization and employment.
This is a big step for Taiwan in helping people like WanWan, Jialia, Atau,
Achun and Amy, to be re-integrated into the community.

| thank God each time people take time to visit the shelter--
wanting to know more about HIV/AIDS and the people living with it.
It gives me hope to see that there are others who do see beyond the
numbers and gets to know the names and faces behind the statistic. It
lifts my spirit to see them help in their own ways to let them feel that
they are not alone.

| want people to see how special each of them is. | truly believe

that once people find the time to meet the persons behind mere

statistics, not only re-integrating them in the community, but with full

acceptance of their right to live within that community, people with

HIV/AIDS may have a better chance of living their lives fully—with
freedom and with dignity.

) 16)

X



PRER(E

ZFEC FABHAMNES - /R GRET S
M — A ENERR AREREZEE
g o 4

A RIAEENT > MR/ - B EhiEE
F o RAGEH  BEIMESE - 4

PHEE T KB b - BIENVNEL: - T - BERE/NEE RE R R W T BT - gE G
WE T - BERFBAESERER > EERIERS - Bt TERETREN > BIIIREVBGER (R2—RAFF
EERAEL R/ NEEE o ) o HEWRAGESS - SEE T

HtFETT A /B - B5—2K A0 (GEEE ) FEH o Lf By EE - [(TREER=ERKAE 1 [F
%l (HEEFIFER/NEL - it [BAREERE - - ] MEET -

A ERPEE AL AL - KEZEGIME IR B R > # 7SR SR E A K

v

o EFERNI—BRIFRE -
KAGETZ AR —(E/NR - B ESCEEE T e

]
Ad
i

-  E BRI -
= NGRS HIRES - B E R

RBERE - XK —F > RAAL -

it TR > B KEFARNEET - HE—FAE
SRR AR - GRS RO GGRIBEE - —BERYE
REGETE - ) BIHER - BB ESECE RS A KA
Bt EIE - DETHRE > REREREE  2RER

MRS ACHOTRE - BT - BRI TRk > — IRz - il
ARG - I > D25 AR 1 RICERFGETIE » KRk A SRR - RFER

P BERAS - A — SRR - A > s ERIRRIRS ERRIO AR -
BEFRBIRITRS - SRR - BE R R LTI TR 7 B R DAL -

INELIEARTE > FIBIKEER




NELAIRT - BT REREGR > EEEE X WA S O (FARBORARE  EE0ENE
A E) > BENE - it LB
- SEFLETER B L MR -

HIK > Bk > ERERMm AT -

[EEIRZ 2% > E—E/IVNEE - 5 HELLO KITTY
i

TP WRZZRANIEMTEAB KRR - —F
RIEBK AR - X)) 1R &R —1E -

B EINRA - —FZ ABESRZ)I - FFaE)l
J1 B R

N HE R PR 5] -
Il LRCaT
(RBR B HE oo
AT -

Ol S

GEPE - BRI o REEREARA > ERRE
B RN -

PRy RS D IR - BTN

FEIRERELD -

IR T -

INIREARAR > ASCR R H (AR -

R IAYREZ T

IR HERNGEN > FA RS AL AN - B

FERIETERM -
T EEAMEL > BEYEE A BERE > PR E
B o

AR S I At TR -




I" 11 See You in Heaven

F g
Jhoanna Resari

“--I" 11 see you in Heaven, Freddie---”

These were the last words tearfully uttered by Paul in his
last farewell to his long-time partner, Freddie, on the day of his
body’ s cremation. He tearfully said his goodbye through the glass
pane looking over the place where Freddie’ s body was being cremated.
Freddie’ s family and friends were there to see him for the last
time.

In life, death of a loved one has always been difficult to
accept. But what makes it much more painful for Freddie’ s family and
friends was that he could have lived longer--- that is, if he wanted
to. Freddie died at the age of 44. He died of AIDS.

It was in the year 1991 that Freddie found out by accident
that he was HIV positive. He wanted to donate his blood to one of
the blood stations in the city. In order to donate, he cannot say
that he’ s gay -for it is illegal for homosexuals to donate their
blood. He never realized then how drastically his life will change
because of that one simple act of kindness. When the blood test
confirmed that he was HIV positive, not only did he have to take
in the horrible news that he was sick, but he also had to face one
month of imprisonment. He never felt so low, alone and ashamed in
his life until then. This may have been the reason why he never
totally healed and couldn’ t openly accept that he was HIV positive,
even until he breathed his last.

Life was turned upside down for Freddie— and for Paul as well,
for he also tested positive of HIV. None of them knew for certain
who infected whom--- but their relationship for more than 20 years
was faced with a most difficult challenge of finding a way to cope
with the dark presence of HIV/AIDS in their lives and making hard
decisions that will affect their lives completely.

For Paul, he eventually accepted his situation and decided
to face HIV/AIDS head on. He learned how to take care of himself
by exercising and conscientiously taking his medicines (ARV: anti-
retroviral treatment) to control the virus. He also became actively
involved with UNAIDS based in Thailand and later on began an NGO
locally to help PLWHA like him find cheaper ARV’ s. He is very open
about being a PLWHA and has been helping many others like him in
coping with the difficulties and challenges of living with HIV/AIDS.

He found that there is still life after being infected by HIV.

Sadly, it was a different story for Freddie.

He never completely recovered from what he experienced after
he found out that he was HIV positive. He remained in a state of
denial and lived his life as if nothing has changed. He never took
his ARV s seriously; most of the time missed taking his medicines,
and seldom went for check-ups. He didn’ t want anything to do with
HIV/AIDS and didn’ t like to be associated with any PLWHA. For a
while, it was easy enough for him to ignore. But when the virus
became too much for his immune system, his eyesight was the first to
be affected. And in 2007, he became blind.

His years of suffering led him to the point where he felt so
depressed and hopeless that he attempted to take his own life by
jumping from their apartment. Because of this, Paul was forced to

0

bring him to a nursing home so that he’ 11 be watched over and will
be well taken care of. He stayed there for one and a half years. All
throughout this time, Paul was there for him—constantly visiting
him, bringing him to work, and giving him the love and support he
needed.

When the complications have reached Freddie’ s lungs, he had
to be transferred to the hospital. By then, his body was drastically
changed and terribly affected that he weighed only 30 kilograms.
Freddie knew that it won' t be long until he dies. He asked Paul to
help him with his last request. Perhaps, he wanted - needed— to
take control of a small part of his life, even if it was to prepare
for his last goodbye to the world. His requests were simple enough:
He wanted to have a white coffin, to have his pictures on display,
with flowers placed around him, and, he wanted his ashes to be put
in their church.

He died on March 24, 2008. Paul did everything he requested for
his cremation. He wanted everything right for Freddie. On that day,
he shared to their families and friends a promise they had made to
each other a long time ago. They vowed that if one of them dies, the
other will end his life. They wanted to be together forever, in life
and in death.

But in his last words of goodbye to Freddie, Paul said:
Forgive me for I will have to break my promise to you. I cannot join
you now for I believe I have a mission I have yet to fulfill. There
are still people in need, people like us whom I can help. I pray that
you will understand--- Please wait for me:-- I know we will be together
again -+ [ will see you in Heaven, Freddie.”

Being HIV positive is not the end of life - if one chooses
to. It will only become the end if you let it. One is free to
decide whether to quit living and let the virus kill both body and
spirit; or, to pick one self up and start life anew. No matter how
difficult, one has to be responsible for decisions made in life, no
matter what the consequence. Every time you consciously take care
of yourself, every time you take your medicines and visit the doctor
regularly, you are actually saying: “Yes, I have accepted that I am
HIV positive. But despite this incurable virus in my body, I will not
allow it to control everything in my life or take away everything I
have--- I believe [ am stronger than this virus and the problems it
brings. I can and will overcome HIV/AIDS:-- I choose to live.”

To Freddie, May you rest in peace.

Note: It was in 1993 that Nicole Yang, founder of Harmony
Home Association, Taiwan, when she first met Freddie and Paul in
Singapore. She went there to know more about the lives of people
living with HIV/AIDS and to do a few months of volunteer work in
hospitals. She became good friends with Freddie and Paul. Every time
she flew to Singapore she was always welcomed to stay in their home.
She was able to be with them, get to know more of their friends who
are also HIV positive, and network with other people working in AIDS
organizations. For years now, she has continued to support people
living with HIV/AIDS like Paul and Freddie in Taiwan, China and Sao
Tome and Principe.

After Freddie died, Paul called Nicole. She immediately flew
to Singapore to attend the Mass held in his memory. This story of
Freddie and Paul was based from her sharing of their lives together
and their frie
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